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REF: (A) STATE 169682, (B) BUENOS AIRES 4416 

1 . US BICENTENNIAL WAS OCCASION FOR OUTPOURING OF EXPRESSIONS 
AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF GOOD WILL TOWARD AND ADMIRATION FOR US. 
MOST NEWSPAPERS RAN SPECIAL EDITIONS OR SECTIONS; TV CHANNELS 
AND RADIO STATIONS CARRIED SPECIAL FEATURES. (ONLY MOON- 
LANDING RIVALED BICENTENNIAL IN FAVORABLE ATTENTION TO US). 
ATTEANDANCE AT EMBASSY RECEPTION WAS WITHOUT PRECEDENCE IN 
RECENT YEARS (SEE REF B). AND EMBOFFS REPORTED RECEIVING 
FLOWERS AND CONGRATULATIONS FROM NEIGHBORS ON MORNING OF 
JULY 4. IN ADDITION, VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC ORGANI- 
ZATIONS HELD COMMEMORATIVE FUNCTIONS. ACADEMY OF LAW AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES, FOR EXAMPLE, OFFERED LECTURE SERIES ON 
"CONSTITUTIONALISM IN US," GENERAL THRUST OF WHICH WAS THAT 

US ONE OF FEW COUNTRIES IN WORLD WITH REAL RULE OF LAW AND 
WHERE CONSTITUTION REIGNS ABOVE ANY WHO WOULD ABUSE IT. 

2. ARGENTINE COMMITTEE TO CELEBRATE US BICENTENNIAL ORGANIZED 
ITSELF WEEK BEFORE JULY 4 (WITH NO PROMPTING FROM-OR EVEN 
COORDINATION WITH-EMBASSY) AND STAGED WREATH-LAYING AT 
GEORGE WASHINGTON MONUMENT AND DINNER ON NIGHT OF JULY 6 
WHICH SO WELL ATTENDED MANY HAD TO BE TURNED AWAY AT DOOR. 

3. VERY POSITIVE (ONE MIGHT ALMOST SAY "EFFUSIVE") REACTION 
MAY SEEM CURIOUSLY OUT OF CHARACTER FOR ARGENTINES, GIVEN 
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MADE TO US BY MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT AND BY PRIVATE CITIZENS 
SUGGEST THAT ARGENTINES NO LONGER VIEW US IN THOSE TERMS; 

SENSE OF RIVALRY HAS BEEN MUTED (OR EXTINGUISHED) BY REALISTIC 
APPRAISAL OF ARGENTINA'S SITUATION. STILL WALLOWING IN TROUGH OF 
ITS OWN POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, ARGENTINA SEEMS NOW 
TO LOOK WITH GRUDGING BUT NONETHELESS SINCERE ADMIRATION AT 
US AS COUNTRY WHICH HAS HAD ITS PROBLEMS BUT WHICH HAS SOLVED 
THEM WITHIN CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK AND GONE ON TO GREATNESS, 
AS ARGENTINA HAS NOT. AS ONE ARGENTINE FIREND PUT IT TO 
EMBOFF: "US IS GREAT COUNTRY BECAUSE YOUR PEOPLE AND GOVERN- 
ENT TAKE THE LAW SERIOUSLY AND COOPERATIE TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL 
GOALS. IF ARGENTINA ENJOYED EVEN A FRACTION OF THE CONSENSUS 
PREVAILING IN US AND IF PEOPLE OBEYED THE LAW AS THEY DO IN 
US, ARGENTINA COULD BE A PARADISE. BUT WE HAVE LITTLE HOPE 
THAT WE CAN CHANGE QUICKLY. YOU HAVE DEVELOPED ATTITUDES 
OVER 200 YEARS. SO HAVE WE. BUT OURS ARE ALL IN THE WRONG 
DIRECTION." 
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